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Abstract

This study aimed to 1. Investigate concept and theories relating to
Buddhist monks’ role in public welfare, 2. Study public welfare role of Phra Kru
Bhavana Dhammaphirak (Loung Phor Ruk Anarayo) in Ayuttaya province, and 3.
Investigate public welfare’s overall operation of Phra Bhavana Dhammaphirak
(Loung Phor Ruk Anarayo). The qualitative methodology was applied in this
study by interviewing 10 key informants, selected by purposive sampling

method. The data were analyzed by descriptive method.
The results revealed as follows.

1) In terms of concepts and theories relating to Buddhist monks’ role in
public welfare, monks are considered both community leader and spiritual
anchor. They make people pursue merit-making and participate in social
activities. Besides, according to Buddhist monks’ social role, they usually

support society.

2) The public welfare role of Phra Kru Bhavana Dhammaphirak (Loung
Phor Ruk Anarayo) are supporting and organizing Buddhist activities for benefit
of others as well as developing community and society by constructing public
property, dedicated to public use. Most importantly, he always helps provide

disaster relief by providing people his temple area.

3) The public welfare’s overall operation of Phra Kru Bhavana
Dhammaphirak (Loung Phor Ruk Anarayo) were founding the 13" meditation
retreat of Ayuttaya province in order to organize Buddha Putra training camp for
youth for cultivating ethics and morality. His overall operation in terms of public

welfare has been widely accepted.

Keywords : Buddhist monks’ role , public welfare,
Phra Kru Bhavana Dhammaphirak (Loung Phor Ruk Anarayo)
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