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Abstracts

This academic article aims to examine and analyze the relationship among law,
legitimacy, and the ruler as fundamental components of state power. The objectives
are to explain the role of law as a framework for regulating power, the role of legitimacy
as the foundation of political acceptance, and the role of the ruler as the wielder of
state authority under the rule of law. This study employs documentary analysis and
reviews concepts in political philosophy, philosophy of law, and political science,
particularly sovereignty, social contract theory, the rule of law, and political legitimacy.

The study finds that law is not merely an instrument of the state for issuing
commands or controlling society, but also an institutional framework that limits the
power of rulers and protects the rights of citizens. Legitimacy is a crucial condition that
enables state power to be accepted voluntarily by the people rather than sustained
solely through coercion. A good ruler must exercise power under the law with fairness,
transparency, and commitment to the public interest. If rulers use law as a political
instrument or enforce law selectively, the state may face a crisis of legitimacy.
Therefore, stable state administration requires a balance among law, legitimacy, and
the moral responsibility of rulers, with the rule of law serving as the central principle

governing the exercise of power.

Keywords : Law, Legitimacy, Ruler, Rule of Law, State Power
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